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WAHVM Congress, Engelberg, Switzerland 
Dr. Susan Jones, AVMHS Delegate to WAHVM, and 
four other Americans presented papers at the WAHVM 
International Congress held in Engelberg, Switzerland 
on Sept. 11-14, 2008.  They were Fred Born, Brian 
Caton, Lesley Ann Gentry, and Michael Mackay.  Dr. 
Jones’ full report of this congress, held in the beautiful, 
small town pictured at the right, will appear in the 
November issue of Veterinary Heritage later this fall. 
 
Of special importance to AVMHS was the election of 
Dr. Susan Jones as a WAHVM co-president through 
2012 with Peter Koolmees of The Netherlands.  This 
required the AVMHS Board to name another member to 
serve as its delegate on the WAHVM Liaison 
Committee to work toward the 2010 Congress in 
Turkey.  Our Society has already named Lesley Ann 
Gentry of Beliot, Kansas to complete Dr. Jones’ term 
through 2010.  
 
Another AVMHS member, Philip Teigen, was elected 
WAHVM Secretary.  Historian Teigen is Deputy Chief 
of the History of Medicine Division at the U.S. National 
Library of Medicine.  Also at Engelberg, Dr. Guus 
Mathijsen reported on progress of the WAHVM 
committee responsible for building an International 
Dictionary of Veterinary Biography.  They commended 
our AVMHS Secretary, Susanne Whitaker, for her work 
promoting this project and collecting American 
autobiographies.   Secretary-Treasurer Whitaker has put 
together a “pick list” and time-line of nearly 200 
prominent deceased veterinarians or non-veterinarians 
who contributed to veterinary medicine between 1740 
and the present, and about whom biographies might be 
written.  Anyone interested in writing short bio sketches 
(1,500 words or less) should contact skw2@cornell.edu. 
 
AVMHS at New Orleans in 2008 
Dr. J. Alford (“Al“) Moore from Humble, Texas, moved 
from President-elect to the presidency for the year July 
2008-June 2009. He had a rough time communicating 
for nearly a month when power was out following 
Hurricane Ike this fall, but he has since successfully 
been recruiting members to fill vacancies.  

 
Courtesy of the Tourist Center of Engelberg, Switzerland via 
Dr. Max Becker. 
 
Outgoing Board member Dr. Howard Erickson became 
President-elect with responsibility for AVMHS 
programs for the year, and Secretary-Treasurer Susanne 
Whitaker was reelected for another two years.  Two new 
Board members were elected for 2-year terms: Dr. 
Marianne Ash of the Indiana Board of Animal Health, 
and Dr. C.B. Chastain of the University of Missouri.  Dr. 
Bob McClure has taken over as AVMHS Webmaster.  
You will learn more about these new leaders in the next 
Veterinary Heritage.  
 
The costs versus values of having an AVMHS exhibit 
booth at the AVMA convention were debated.  It was 
decided to continue to have a booth, but that expenses 
needed to be reviewed and kept to a minimum. 
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A video of Dr. Robert Leonpacher’s father’s veterinary 
practice in Lafayette, Louisiana in the 1930s and 1940s was 
featured.  Cheryl Moore (left) kindly helped staff the booth on 
Monday during our meeting.   
 

 
Dr. Tom Murnane speaking on James Law’s role in veterinary 
epidemiology and the 1872 equine influenza epidemic.  
Photos by Dr. Zbig Wojcinski 
 
Although the program was excellent, very few members 
and guests attended either the program or the business 
meeting.  This led to the suggestion from one of the 
speakers, Brig. Gen. Dr. Thomas Murnane, that 
AVMHS hold its gatherings elsewhere.  As a result, 
Program Chair Howard Erickson is arranging a trial full 
day program at Kansas State University on June 9, 2009, 
during that veterinary college’s Annual Conference for 
Veterinarians, June 7-10. The Kansas program will be in 
addition to the AVMHS booth and annual business 
meeting during the AVMA Convention at Seattle in 
mid-July. A half-day program there is also being 
considered.  If you have any program suggestions for 
Dr. Erickson, his phone is 785-532-4541, and his e-mail 
is Erickson@vet.ksu.edu.   Ideas about future locations 
for annual AVMHS business meetings and programs can 

be directed to President “Al” Moore at (287) 852-2395 
or vetal@aol.com. News of our annual meeting also 
appears on page 1042 of the October 1, 2008 JAVMA 
convention issue. 
 
Student Essay Contest 
Dr. Russell Currier, Executive Vice President of the 
American College of Veterinary Preventive Medicine, 
has agreed to chair this important committee for 2008-
2009 replacing Dr. Diana Davis.  Announcements and 
posters are sent to deans and librarians at all veterinary 
colleges in the United States, Canada, and the West 
Indies encouraging participation. 
 
Last year the number of essays submitted was smaller 
than usual.  If you know any students, please provide 
them encouragement by dropping them personal notes or 
even sending a group e-mail if you are located on a 
campus.  Submission guidelines, application form, and 
list of past winners are located on the AVMHS web site 
at http://www.cvm.missouri.edu/AVMHS.  
 
News from Outside AVMHS 
“The Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research and a 
Change in the State of New Jersey’s Animal 
Experimentation Laws in 1915,” an article by AVMH 
member Frank F. Katz, PhD, was published on 21 
February 2008 by the Medical History Society of New 
Jersey.  The article is a secured pdf file available from 
the publications section of the society’s web site, 
http://www.mhsnj.org. 
 
The note above provides an example of a medical 
history paper that would be just as appropriate at one of 
our meetings and might be of interest to our members.  
News & Comment would like to be able to offer more 
material that other members encounter at meetings and 
in journals that may or may not normally feature 
veterinary history.  For a further example, some of you 
may have attended the 2008 Hiram Lasher History 
Lecture at the American Association of Avian 
Pathologists meeting at New Orleans on the history of 
avian influenza.  The title of that and other talks, and if 
possible along with where they can be read, would make 
our publication more widely useful to our members and 
beyond.   
 
We have heard that some members appreciate the table 
of contents of veterinary history publications compiled 
by Susanne Whitaker. N&C will continue to include 
them as available.  However, all AVMHS members have 
eyes, ears, minds, and voices or computers.  Please think 
of yourselves as contributors whom this reporter would 
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like to hear from by phone/fax at 607-539-6181 or 
PHL9@cornell.edu, in order to share your findings with 
others.  
    
Guest Editor for Veterinary Heritage 
Dr. Debbie Tacium, former AVMHS board member 
essay contest winner and current judge will serve as 
Guest Editor of Veterinary Heritage for the May, 2009 
issue.  Dr. Tacium will cover for Professor David 
Williams who will be on sabbatical leave from Purdue 
University next spring.  She can be reached at 
dtacium@sympatico.ca 
 
New Members 
We are pleased to welcome new members:  
Dr. Gary Beard (Auburn, AL) 
Patricia E. Miller (Ithaca, NY) 
Dr. Ewan D.S. Wolff (Madison, WI--2nd year vet 
student and holds a doctorate in paleontology-
paleopathology) 
 
Dr. Gary Gluck became a Life Member this year. 
 
New Book by Dr. Leo Lemonds 
Dr. Lemonds recalls many small animal experiences in 
his practice in Hastings, Nebraska in his latest book.  He 
was AVMHS Secretary-Treasurer for many years. 

Lemonds, Leo L. Doc’s Dog and Cat Stories: Memories 
of a Nebraska veterinarian. 1st ed. Hastings, Neb.: 
Cornhusker Press, 2008.  127 pgs.  
 

 
 

* * * 
Send news, comments, suggestions for the next News & 
Comment to:  Dr. Phyllis H. Larsen, 1675 Ellis Hollow 
Road, Ithaca, NY 14850, or phone/fax 607-539-6181, 
email PHL9@cornell.edu or to the Secretary/Treasurer 
at skw2@cornell.edu, fax: 607- 253-3080 or phone: 
607-253-3499. 

 
 
Contents for Recent Veterinary History Journal Issues 
Copies of articles may be obtained through interlibrary loan services provided by your local college or public library, or 
from the AVMHS Secretary-Treasurer if unavailable from other sources. 
 
Historia Medicinae Veterinariae. v.33; no.1, 2008  1-40 
On means of transport of Danish veterinarians during the last two hundred years / Ivan Katic and 
Johannes Kristiansen…..3-40. 
 
Veterinary History: Journal of the Veterinary History Society. Vol. 14:no.3 2008 
Jones, Bruce V. Editorial: The Rocky Road from Odiham…201-204. 
Clewlow, John and Philip Lockett. William Youatt: His ancestry and Unitarianism….205-223. 
Cox, Tim.  Eclipse: Sorting fact from error—or maybe not…224-229. 
Jones, Bruce V. Sir William Lee Weipers: A Memoir…230-233. 
Groves, T.W. W.L. Weipers—Recollections of a friendship 1947-1990…234-239. 
Vaughan, Leslie C. Percy Edwin Sykes…240-245. 
Kertesz, Peter.  In search of Mr Bishop…246-256. 
Houston, Frances. More items from the archives of the Royal Veterinary College…257-263. 
Hall, Sherwin A.  A brief history of rabies: myths and reality…264-272. 
Basagac Gul, R. Tamay and Turel Ozkul. Veterinary organizations and services during World War I and the 
Independence War in Turkey…273-281. 
Knesl, Oliver. Past military veterinarians, Part 10: Thomas Bowhill (1859-1925)…282-287. 
Fussell, G.E. Fussell Papers: Old time farrier writers: The 1750’s….288-291. 
Recent references to veterinary history…292. 
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Comben, Norman. Collector’s Corner: 42 years in the business…293-298. 
Letters to the Editor: Cox, Tim. The Cox Library…299 ; Stratton, John. The foxhunter and the farmer… 299-
300. 
Elliott, Pippa. Love me, love my dog: Our history with hounds…301-302. 
Tailpiece: The goat…303-304. 
 
 
Additional Journal Articles Related to Veterinary History 
 
Balter M.  Archaeology. Early Stonehenge pilgrims came from afar, with cattle in tow. Science. 2008 Jun 
27;320(5884):1704-5.  
 
Basrur PK, Stranzinger G. Veterinary cytogenetics: past and perspective. Cytogenet Genome Res. 
2008;120(1-2):11-25. Review. 
 
Bigalke RD. Veterinary education in South Africa: the classes of 1934 & 1935. J S Afr Vet Assoc. 2008 
Mar;79(1):3-7. 
 
Bigalke RD.  Veterinary education in South Africa: the classes of 1932 & 1933. J S Afr Vet Assoc. 2007 
Dec;78(4):185-7. 
 
Dayan AD.  Hot dog? Toxicological concerns and The Hound of the Baskervilles.  Cutan Ocul Toxicol. 
2008;27(2):61-6. 
 
Knoeff R.  Animals inside. Anatomy, interiority and virtue in the early modern Dutch Republic. Medizinhist 
J. 2008;43(1):1-19. 
 
Ksiazek TG.  Interview with Thomas G. Ksiazek, D.V.M., PH.D. [interview by Vicki Glaser]. Vector Borne 
Zoonotic Dis. 2008 Jun;8(3):425-32.  
 
Lairmore M, Rosol T.  Dr. Charles C. Capen--an enduring legacy in veterinary pathology. Vet Pathol. 2008 
May;45(3):285-6.  
 
Lear TL, Bailey E.  Equine clinical cytogenetics: the past and future. Cytogenet Genome Res. 2008;120(1-
2):42-9. Review. 
 
Matthews S.  The cattle plague in Cheshire, 1865-1866. North Hist. 2001;38(1):107-19.  
 
Morrison JF.  The discovery of the pontine micturition centre by F. J. F. Barrington. Exp Physiol. 2008 
Jun;93(6):742-5.  
 
Mutowo MK.  Animal diseases and human populations in colonial Zimbabwe: the Rinderpest epidemic of 
1896-1898. Zambezia. 2001;28(1):1-22. 
 
 
 
 


